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Dear MAPA Members: 

My name is Jillian Crowley and I am excited to be the President for the upcoming year. 

I sat on the Board this past year as President Elect and attended every meeting,     

conference, and answered emails or brought them to the Board of Directors’ attention 

to see what we, as an organization, can do for the physician assistants of                 

Massachusetts. 

I encourage MAPA members to reach out to non-members to join and be involved so 

that we can still push for legislation in the state, offer conferences, and update your 

colleagues with the latest information with our newsletters. 

There were a lot of milestones achieved last year through legislation, and I hope to 

achieve the same this upcoming year. Lastly, I thank all of you for your membership 

and for allowing me to help you. 

Sincerely, 

Jillian Crowley 

President, Massachusetts Association of Physician Assistants 

 

NEW MAPA BOARD MEMBERS  
 

                           MAPA would like to welcome the new Board members:   

            Directors at Large Daniel Quist, Joseph English, and Secretary, Maha Lund.   

Volunteering for MAPA and working on the board provides a great opportunity to help 

further our profession in the state. We all look forward to working with you and thank 

you for offering your time and talents! Congratulations on your new appointments.  

Visions MAPA 

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 



LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

This is a very busy legislative time at the state house. In July, hearings took place on both bills sponsored by 

MAPA on behalf of the PAs in the state. The first was a bill that would prevent third party payers from denying 

reimbursement for physician services provided by a PA.  MAPA has worked very hard to gain support on this bill 

over the past few years.  Many hospitals and physician groups across the state wrote letters of support.  MAPA is 

working with the Mass Medical Society on gaining their support and has received support from some of the        

subspecialty physician groups like orthopedics and urology.  The bill has very strong sponsorship by the Senate 

Majority Leader Fred Berry and by the Chairman of the Joint Committee on Financial Services Peter Koutoujian 

where the bill was just heard. 

 

The second bill pertains to physician delegation of procedures to PAs involving ionizing radiation.  In fact,           

physician assistants have been conducting diagnostic and interventional procedures involving ionizing radiation,        

including fluoroscopy, since the outset of the profession. Recently, however, confusion and discrepancies have 

arisen with a change in interpretation of the regulations set forth by the Board of Registration in Medicine 

(BORIM), and those of the Department of Public Health (DPH).  For many years, Radiation Control agreed that 

BORIM’s regulations which states clearly that physicians may delegate “any medical service he or she wishes to a 

professional who is skilled to perform that service,” superseded DPH’s regulations which prohibits PAs from      

utilizing ionizing radiation.  DPH has cited a number of hospitals over the past year for allowing PAs in cardiac 

catheterization labs and interventional radiology groups for allowing PAs to use fluoroscopy or for “stepping on the 

pedal.”  MAPA has gained strong support sponsorship from the House and Senate Majority Leaders, Jim Valley 

and Fred Berry, respectively.  The Massachusetts Chapter of the American College of Cardiology’s incoming   

President, Fred Resnic, testified in support of the bill in front of the Public Health Committee.  DPH and The     

Radiologic Society gave testimony in opposition to the bill, but stated they would like to work with MAPA on    

regulatory changes.  The groups presenting radiology technologists and the radiology practitioner assistants      

testified in opposition. 

 

Both bills will be voted on by the committees respectively during their next executive session.  Please visit the 

MAPA website for updates. 

 

We would like to thank all of you that took the time to respond to the action alert sent out by the AAPA on our   

behalf requesting that you contact your legislator to gain their support of our bills.  It made a tremendous impact. 

Please contact me with any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

Heather Trafton MS, PA-C 

Legislative Chair, MAPA 



The 2009 House of Delegates (HOD) met from May 23-25 during the AAPA‟s 37th Annual Conference in San Diego, California.   

The HOD convenes every Memorial Day weekend at the start of the AAPA Conference- a fitting time to meet, given our             

profession‟s roots in military service.  Physician Assistants have  a 45 year history of service and personal sacrifice.  Each year,  the 

approximately 300 delegates from across the nation, who forgo holiday weekend activities with family and friends to debate and 

shape policies vital to our profession, demonstrate this commitment to serve. 

 

You may have wondered, “Just what is it they do in there?” , while you‟re enjoying the activities and sights at the conference and 

soaking up CME.  That‟s if you think of the HOD at all.  Briefly, what we do is set the tone, policy and direction for the AAPA.  As 

you know, the AAPA is the single organization that represents you in the non-PA world. The HOD debates, amends, macerates,  

cajoles, retires or adopts policies that relate to PA practice.   For example, when the Secretary of HHS asks our spokespeople about 

“our position” on a given issue, such as Health Care Reform, Rural Health Clinics, Medical Education, Scope of Practice, or        

Reimbursement, these are the policies that guide their discussion and responses.   

 

Addressing these issues through our professional organization may not seem all that important to you if you have a job, and an in-

come and an employer who thinks he or she couldn‟t practice without you.  However, if your employer stopped receiving             

reimbursement for your services, how long do you think the practice would continue to recognize how indispensable you are to pa-

tient care?   Think back to early summer, when the health care reform debate was  revving up.  Physician Assistants were not 

mentioned anywhere in these reform discussions!   Our leadership went into high gear:   Contacting staff at the White House, 

members of  Congress, and (very importantly) their legislative aides, presenting our policy papers and positions, and ensur-

ing our place at the table for the debate! 

 

That is what the HOD does…This year, we considered 55 resolutions , amended 9, rejected 2, and adopted the rest.  The wide variety 

of topics ranged from establishing a “retired AAPA membership” category for PA‟s who have retired but wish to remain active, to 

accepting policy papers on end of life decision making- (no, not „death panels‟), to complimentary and alternative medicine, and 

licensure standards for PA‟s trained abroad. 

 

The 2010 House of Delegates will meet from May 29-31 in Atlanta, Georgia.  If you‟ll be in the area for the Annual Conference, 

stop by and say hello.  I look forward to seeing you there. 

By David Probert, PA-C,  MAPA Chief Delegate 

 I would like to thank the membership for your continued support of MAPA.  Our organization and specifically, our      

legislative chair, Heather Trafton, and our lobbyist, The Charles Group, have been working diligently to protect and en-

hance the legislative environment for PAs practicing in the Commonwealth. Your membership dues are crucial in sup-

port of these efforts. 

To better understand how your $100 membership is spent; let’s review our budget.  MAPA operates on a tight budget 

with total revenues under $100,000.  Membership dues, historically, make up 25-30% of our income.  The rest of our   

income is generated from CME income (40-50%) and corporate sponsorship (20%) (Including grants from AAPA). 

In terms of total expenses 26% is related to administration, 35% for CME related expenses, and 37% for professional   

services (primarily our lobbyist).  We run an efficient, 1-person, back office operation to support the administrative    

function. 

We have listened to our membership and instituted 1-day CME formats at various locations.  Members had expressed a 

desire to have conferences close to home to meet CME requirements.  We have recently partnered with Chamberlain 

Medical Resources to coordinate the CME event held in April.  The feedback from the event has been positive, but at the 

same time we recognize that any new system will have flaws that may need to be resolved.  We are hopeful that, going 

forward, we will have a productive and profitable relationship with Chamberlain. 

As always, we ask you to encourage your PA collogues to join MAPA.  Only 1 in 4 PAs in the state support our             

organization.  MAPA represents all PAs in the Commonwealth. We need your continued support to continue our mission. 

 

Julie Purcell, PA-C, Treasurer  
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Dear Physician Assistant, 

Spread the Word!!!!!   Do you know a PA who is not a MAPA member? They could be  co-workers, they 

could be personal friends, they could be family members!! 

Spread the Word!!!!!   Being a MAPA member gives YOU professional representation at the state level, 

representation for YOU to the AAPA House of Delegates, discounts for YOU to all MAPA sponsored CME events, 

enhanced website, job listing opportunities, and a quarterly newsletter!!! 

This year, the goal of the membership committee is to significantly increase membership. We have sent out many        

personal emails and mailings inviting Massachusetts PAs to join MAPA.  Collectively we are stronger!!!               

If you are already a member, we thank you for your support. If you are currently not a member, or need to re-new 

your membership, please use the Membership Application on the opposite page or you can register online by      

logging on the MAPA website at www.mass-pa.com and clicking the membership link located on the top menu bar. 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Massachusetts Association of Physician Assistants. 

 

Sincerely, 

Membership Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS 

PRESENT    

Primary Care Medicine  Health Topics 

Saturday, November 7th, 2009 

Massachusetts College of  Pharmacy and Health Sciences 

19 Foster Street 

Worcester, MA 01608 
 
 

Log on to the website www.mass-pa.com to register 

http://www.mass-pa.com/


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

New Member_____ Annual Membership Renewal/Membership ID# ____________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________ Phone Number: (_____)_____________________ 

Mailing Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________ State: ______ Zip Code: __________ 

E-mail Address: _____________________________________ 

AAPA Member: Yes No AAPA Number: ________________________ 

Your username to access the MAPA website (www.mass-pa.com) is your FirstnameLastname (case specific, no space) 

Please select your own password: ______________________________ 

MAPA Membership Classification: 

______ Fellow ($100): PA, member in good standing of the AAPA. Entitles member to full rights and privileges in MAPA. 

______ Affiliate ($100): PA, not a member of the AAPA. Entitles member to full rights and privileges in MAPA, but only limited          

             participation in AAPA related activities. 

______ Associate ($50): Not a PA, but an individual with an interest in the PA profession and MAPA. Entitles member to limited rights                    

            and privileges in MAPA 

______ Student (Free): Must be enrolled in an approved PA program. Entitles member to limited rights and privileges in MAPA         

   *student Membership expires one month after graduation 

______ Total Amount Enclosed 

Payment Options: Please do not send cash 

Check # _________ 

Credit Card # (MasterCard or Visa only):_______________ Exp Date:______ 3 Digit Security Code:________________ 

Place of employment:______________________________ Practice Specialty:____________________ 

PA Program: __________________________ Graduation Year: ______ Degree:_____________________________ 

_____ I am interested in getting involved with MAPA (ie. running for office, serving on a committee) 

_____ I am willing to serve as a preceptor for a PA student _____ I am willing to have prospective students shadow me 

_____ I do not wish to be included on e-mail lists sent to other organizations 

_____ I do not wish to be included in the membership directory 

 

How did you hear about us? _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions/Comments: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please complete this form and return it with payment to: MAPA, P.O. Box 473 Ludlow, MA 01056 

1-866-548-4415 http://www.mass-pa.com mapa56@msn.com 



Wouldnõt you love to double your patientsõ chances of quitting smoking? 

You can—and QuitWorks can help. QuitWorks is a free stop smoking fax-referral service of the 

Massachusetts Try-To-Stop Smokers’ Helpline. The Helpline provides telephone tobacco cessation coaching 

to Massachusetts residents. Developed in 2002 through collaboration with the Massachusetts Department 

of Public Health, medical researchers and all major health insurers, QuitWorks has been used by over 2,000 

Massachusetts providers to refer more than 18,000 smokers to help them quit for good. 

 

Now, for a limited time, when you refer them to QuitWorks using the simple enrollment form, your patients 

will receive a free two-week supply of nicotine patches—in addition to free, phone-based counseling.  

Smokers who quit by using medication and counseling together are more than twice as likely to quit 

smoking for good. 

 

Recent improvements have made it easier than ever to enroll patients in the QuitWorks program.  

Providers speak with interested tobacco users, then send a simple enrollment form by fax. QuitWorks will 

call your patients and offer the patches and counseling. You will receive a fax back from QuitWorks letting 

you know what services your patient enrolled in.  

 

QuitWorks’ acclaimed phone-based counseling is a permanent service, but the patch promotion is time-

limited and runs through June 30, 2010 or while supplies last. QuitWorks will conduct a medical screener 

for each patient to make sure the patch is appropriate and safe for them. More information and 

downloadable referral forms are available at www.quitworks.com or by contacting John Bry at               

(617) 624-5973 or john.bry@state.ma.us. 

 

PAGE 6 NEWSLETTER TITLE  VOLUME 1,  I SSUE 1  

Free Nicotine Patches!!! 

http://www.quitworks.com/
mailto:john.bry@state.ma.us


 

“Calendar of Events” 

       FALL CMEñNovember 7, 2009     

Mass College of Pharmacy, Worcester, MA 

 

“Board of Directors Meeting Schedule” 

All Board of Directors meetings are held on the 

 third Tuesday of each month. 

Check the website for dates and locations 

 

 

  

  MAPA 
  P.O. Box 473 

  Ludlow, MA  01056 


